BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 13       Dated 26.8.98

No 511    Sat. 4.7.98     Mostly sunny.        STUDY DAY.

Len Wise,  Colin Thompson,  Kevin Lewis,  Phil Davison,  Derek Moseley, Christian Rottger + me = 7.  (David Ruthven and Paul Woolnough visited for a couple of hours).

.........................................................................................................

Butterflies:  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus  (x 4),  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni  (male).

Moths:  Latticed Heath  Semiothisa clathrata,  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii,  Blackneck  Lygephila pastinum,  Pebble Hooktip  Drepana falcataria,  Rosy Footman  Miltochrista miniata,  Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth  Hemaris fuciformis  (larvae found on Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum  by David Ruthven - just north of the pools),  The Festoon  Apoda limacodes,  Brown Silver-line  Petrophora chlorosata.

Beetles:  14-spot Ladybird  Propylea 14-punctata,  Yellow Longhorn Beetle  Strangalia maculata,  Thistle Longhorn  Agapanthea villosoviridescens,  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens  (A47 -cases).

Bugs:  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina,  Common Froghopper  Philaenus spumarius.

Odonata:  The Brown Hawker  Aeshna grandis  A99.

Misc. insects:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis  (female).

Galls:  Oak leaf Cherry gall wasp  Cynips quercusfolii  (W. Track).

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix.

Birds:  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Great-spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina  (a small flock).

Continuation of No 511           Sat. 4.7.98

In flower:  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe  E05,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus.

** We also found a cluster of little black eggs on a Birch leaf, but we were not able to positively identify the species involved - (Western Track).

.........................................................................................................             

Water Level Readings:

1.1   203                      6.1   36

2.1    95                       6.2   41

2.2    81                       7.1   16

2.3    80                       7.2   82

3.1    64     

3.2    60                       1)     66        (English Nature dip well)

4.1    38                       2)     57        (English Nature dip well)

4.2    30

5.1    26

5.2    14

.........................................................................................................

During late afternoon, we erected 3 gazebos ready for our display the next day. Kevin and Graham were due to camp beside them overnight.  This arrangement was intended to make things easier for us in the morning !  What do they say about “the best-laid plans”  ???!!!

