BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 12      Dated  26.8.98

No 510    Sat. 27.6.98    Rain early, then sun, more rain at the end.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson,  Kevin Lewis,  Derek Moseley,  Phil Davison,  Graham French,  Christian Rottger + me = 8.  Dave Bevan popped in for a lunchtime cuppa !

.............................................................................................................

We trimmed the gorse along the Western Track prior to recording.

.............................................................................................................

Butterflies:  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus  D17, A59, B17, E67,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta  D43,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus  A59, A99,  Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus  A59,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus  A29, D48,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina  A59, B17.

Moths:  Brown Silver-line  Petrophora chlorosata  A36,  Unidentified Moth - Grey with chestnut/red bands (as last year) A59,  Silver Y  Autographa gamma  B08,  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii  (E87 - Mervyn’s meadow),  Common Heath Ematurga atomaria.

Bugs:  Gorse Shield Bug  Piezodorus lituratus  (eggs and nymphs on gorse - A11),  

Beetles:  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens  (A35 - cases),  Yellow Longhorn Beetle  Strangalia maculata  A29, D54,  Thistle Longhorn  Agapanthea villosoviridescens  (x3 - E67),  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator  (E98 - several on the stream in Mervyn’s meadow).

Odonata:  Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans  B16.

Misc. insects:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis  D17,  Green Lacewing  Chrysopa perla  (A11 - black markings),  Green Sawfly  Rhogogaster viridis  A59,  Sand Digger Wasp  Ammophila sabulosa  A89,  Fly  Sicus furrugineas  E67  (yellow head, brown eyes and mouth - a bumble bee parasite - listed but not identified in Issue 10),
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Spiders:  Spider Agroeca brunnea  white case  A47,  Wolf Spider  Pisaura mirabilis  A48  (carrying white “golf-ball” egg sac).

Galls:  Meadowsweet leaf gall midge Dasineura ulmaria  E67,  Fen Bedstraw leaf gall midge  Geocrypta galii  E67,  Oak leaf  Cherry gall wasp  Cynips quercusfolii  E67.

Birds:  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  (var. loc.),  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella  (var. loc.).

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  A59,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria  E06.

In flower:  White Bryony  Bryonia cretica  D22,  Heath Bedstraw  Galium saxatile  A47,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix  A48,  Bell Heather  E. cinerea  A59,  Twayblades  Listera ovata  E48,  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata  B52,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris  D48,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea  E48,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria  E06,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense , Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Southern Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza praetermissa  (the last 3 species all in Mervyn Williamson’s meadows).

............................................................................................................

We found the grazing cattle at the top end of the site. They streamed down the hill of the Northern Track  just as two girls were riding their horses towards the hill. There was a brief stand-off until the cattle surged towards the top of the Woodland Spine. For a moment, it looked like a scene from Bonanza or Rawhide ! 

I’m showing my age now !!

Best wishes,

Colin.    (sort of). 
