BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 11       Dated 12.8.98

No 509        Sat. 20.6.98      Sunny early & late, overcast with rain                    

                                              during the middle of the day, but hot.

Len Wise,  Colin Thompson,  Kevin Lewis,  Claire Paybody,  Derek Moseley,  Christian Rottger,  David Ruthven,  Andy Wilkinson + me = 9.

.............................................................................................................

We were joined on this study day by David Ruthven, a visitor to Buxton Heath for fifty years !  He shared some of his past observations with us ( including butterflies such as Grayling and High Brown Fritillary).  We were able to update David on our more recent discoveries - a rewarding exchange of information !

.............................................................................................................

Butterflies:  Green Hairstreak  Callophrys rubi  D44,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina  D76,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  D76, E38,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus  E38,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus  E38,  Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus  (Northern Track),  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus  (Nthn. Track),  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni  A67, E38.

Moths:  Four-dotted Footman  Cybosia mesomella  D54,  Grass Moth  Pyrausta aurata  D76,  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii  (larvae and cocoons in mire),  Burnet Companion  Euclidia glyphica  (mire),  “brown caterpillar” ( D48  -  possibly Heath Rustic  Xestia agathina - photograph in album),  Purple-bordered Gold  Idaea muricata  E18,  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis  E19,  Brown Silver-line  Petrophora chlorosata  D56,  July Belle  Scotopteryx luridata  A77.

Spiders:  Spider Araniella cucurbitina  D76 + ,  Wolf Spider  Pisaura mirabilis  E17.

Beetles:  Thistle Longhorn  Agapanthea villosoviridescens  D76,  Rove Beetle sp. ??  (6 gold spots on abdomen - mire ),  Yellow Longhorn  Strangalia maculata  E38,  Wasp Beetle  Clytus arietis  D43.
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Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata  A67,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera   (1/2” nymph - B10 pools).

Odonata:  Common Blue Damselfly  Enallagma cyathigerum  D76,  Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella  B10 pools,  Emperor Dragonfly  Anax imperator  (male - B10 pools),  Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa  (female - B10 pools),  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula  D76 + B10 pools.

Misc. Insects:  Ruby-tailed Wasp  Chrysis ignita  D43,  Ichneuman Fly sp.  (black with red legs - D43),  Hover Fly  Syrphus ribesii. 

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  D76.

Birds:  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  E38.

Fungi:  Fungi Hypoxolon mammatum  (mire - on dead willow branches).

Galls:  Bedstraw Shoot Gall   Geocrypta galii
In flower:  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi  (var. loc. + a white specimen at D76  - photo in album),  Marsh Cinquefoil  Potentilla palustris  E17, D87,  Tormentil  P. erecta,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor  D87,  Quaking Grass  Briza media,  Dog Rose  Rosa canina  E08,  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium.

Not in flower:  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris  (buds).  

