 BUXTON HEATH WILDLIFE GROUP


     The latest news from the Heath !          Issue    1         Dated  26.4.98

Hi everyone, and welcome to the first issue of the newsletter!   It has been a long time in gestation but I think it will be a useful way to keep you all informed about what’s going on at the site and what’s happening with YOUR Group !

At the risk of revealing myself as a bit of a “Trekkie”, I will start off with what might be termed “The Warden’s Log” - (sort of). This will be a record of each visit we pay to the site, including a roll-call of those present, the task undertaken, and which species we recorded during our visit. The number included at the head of the report is that used in my own diaries, and refers to the number of days I have devoted to caring for Norfolk’s wildlife and wild places - a bit of own-trumpet being blown ??!!   Well perhaps, but it does keep the thing in some semblance of order.

Enjoy, and thanks to you all for making this heathy thing come together year after year.

                                          Best wishes, Colin Penny

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

No. 499       Sat. 25.4.98     Quite wet a.m., dry and sunny after lunch.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Catriona Corfield, Christine Croton, Hamish Dublon, Graham French, Amber Rosenthal, Debbie Jackson, Tracey Hobbs, Jane Edgar + me = 12.

During the morning we cleared Birch re-growth from the area immediately east of the electricity line in the valley mire.

Butterflies:  Orange Tip males Anthocharis cardamines (var. parts of mire), Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria  (Bracken Hills and other sun-dappled areas), Peacock  Inachis io  (var areas).

Moths :       Common Heath Ematurga atomaria  (Northern Track).

Bugs :        Green Shield Bug Palomena prasina (Northern Track), Water Cricket Velia caprai (seen on several parts of Mire Stream), Pond Skater Gerris lacustris (Various parts of mire and on Southern Track puddles).

Birds:         Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla,  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus, Chiffchaff  P. collybita, Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Swallow  Hirundo rustica, Pheasant   Phasianus colchicus,   Jay  Garrulus glandarius.

Mammal :   Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus  (flushed by visitors - hit Nth perimeter fence - ran Sth  - A99).

Herptiles:   Common Toad  Bufo bufo D22 - found sitting on the main entrance cattle grid !,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria  (Various parts of the mire), Smooth Newt  Triturus vulgaris - E87 - female, pregnant, found in small open area of central mire),   Adder Vipera berus (Nthn Track), Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara (Various parts of site, wet and dry), Grass Snake  Natrix natrix  (East of Spine - B08 - approx 2’ in length).

In flower :   Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris (Southern Tracksides), Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica  (throughout mire), Petty Whin  Genista anglica  (D66), Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris (throughout mire), Bogbean  Menyanthes trifoliata  E17 - one spike in flower and new plants appearing near Stream Arch), Violets (Dog ??)  Viola riviniana - in flower at Stream Arch and the path to the north of stream, Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata  - Bracken Hills, Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus  - a blaze of gold all over the site!.  Blackthorn Prunus spinosa  (just north of stream).

Not in flower :  Fool’s Watercress  Apium nodiflorum - lots of new growth in the stream, Spotted Orchids  Dactylorhiza sp. - many rosettes appearing throughout mire, Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria  - new growth appearing throughout mire.

Beetles :  Minotaur Beetle Typhaeus typhoeus (Western Track), + an unknown beetle, fairly small, with markings similar to the Sexton Beetle (Western Track - but flew from Christine’s clothing before it could be photographed !).  + a small longhorn beetle photographed at Bracken Hills, possibly Pogonochoerus hispidulus.



