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Summer 1948           First Visit to Buxton Heath by David Ruthven        

I had committed the sin of not taking notes, but I realise now from the species that I observed that it must have been late June or early July.

I was fourteen years old and had cycled from Sprowston on a cycle that would terrify the fourteen year-olds of today!

The first ever species I encountered was a male Clouded Buff on the Southern Heath, near the car park. This area was grass and heather in 1948.

I later found three larvae of the Emperor Moth on Meadowsweet. Walking along the stream, a group of Marsh Thistles caught my eye, and there I found my first ever High Brown Fritillary. Walking on, I found several more on other thistle heads.

I felt that this site would be a good place to visit regularly.

I remember walking through small Birch and Sallow, disturbing numerous moths (probably Common Carpet). I found the Lead Belle flying in good numbers, and many Orchids were flowering in the mire.

Making my way to the top of the Heath, adjacent to the Great Wood, I noticed that there had been a fire fairly recently which had exposed the fins of mortar bombs. The site had been used as a military training site during the Second World War.

Walking along the Northern Track alongside the Great Wood (which was just heather and scrub at the time), I saw several more High Brown Fritillaries. A group of 3 males were feeding on Bramble.

The heathland areas were much more open then, probably due to fires and war-time activities. I remember disturbing a Pebble Hooktip on one of the scattered small Birches.

Species Summary:

Butterflies:  High Brown Fritillary  Fabriciana (Argynnis) adippe.

Moths:  Clouded Buff  Diacrisia sannio,  Emperor Moth  Saturnia pavonia,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata,  Lead Belle  Scotopteryx mucronata umbrifera,  Pebble Hooktip  Deprana falcataria.

In flower:  Orchids  Dactylorhiza sp.  - not positively identified,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria.

