BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!    Special Issue        Dated 14.07.01

04.06.1955          Study visit by Serena McIntyre (aged 15), accompanied by friends, Suzy & Bob.

Birds:  Cuckoo  Cuculus canoris - heard,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis, Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - seen performing "drumming" display flight,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis,  House Martin  Delichon urbica,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos - 2 flew from stream in meadows. 

Butterflies:  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines - many flying, several eggs on Lady's Smock, plus 6 large caterpillars,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus - 3 males, Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - 2 males, Green-veined White  Artogeia napi - several seen,  Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus - 4 seen in the mire, 7 seen on the northern heathland, Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeus - 2 in the mire, 4 in the meadows,  Dingy Skipper  Erynnis tages - 90% identification of 1 or 2 in the meadows (not thought to be Burnet Companion).

Moths:  Dingy Shell  Euchoeca nebulata - 4 found amongst Alder,  Small  Yellow Wave  Hydrelia flammeolaria - 1 found amongst Alder,  Narrow-winged Pug  Eupithecia nanata angusta - 3 found on heather,  Ling Pug  E. goossensiata - 2 found on heather,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata alternata - several in the mire,  Small Seraphim  Pterapherapteryx sexalata - 2 resting on Sallow trunks,  Barred Yellow  Cidaria fulvata - 1 found on Honeysuckle leaf,  Blood-vein  Timandra griseata - 2 in the mire,  Ruby Tiger  Phragmatobia fuliginosa fuliginosa - 1 in the mire,  Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth  Hemaris fuciformis - 1 hovering over Honeysuckle, and 2 eggs found,  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - 4 large caterpillars and 1 cocoon found, Mother Shipton  Callistege mi - 3 in the mire, 4 in the meadows,  Burnet Companion  Euclidia glyphica - 1 in the mire, 2 in the meadow,  Lead Belle  Scotopteryx mucronata - several in mire, eastern end,  Cinnabar  Tyria jacobaeae - 2 in the mire, 1 in the meadow, Beautiful Yellow Underwing  Anarta myrtilli - 6 seen on the northern heath.

Odonata:  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Blue Damselfly  ????  Dragonfly - several large but not identified.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 2 seen, basking, Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - many seen, some with missing tails,  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis.

Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback  Gasterosteus aculeatus -  large shoals of small fish in the stream (between the meadows).

In flower:  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  Common Butterwort  Piguicula vulgaris,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp.,  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp.,  CommonTwayblade  Listera ovata,  Bogbean  Menyanthes trifoliata, Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Lily of the Valley  Convallaria majalis,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria. 

